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thefe Advantages on my fide; yet I am not, like fome 

old Men, fo felf-fufficient and ‘opinionated of my own 
Abilities, as to imagine that I ftand in need of no Af- 
fiftance ; but fhall be very much obliged to any Gen- 
tlemen, who approve of this Defign, and will favour 
me with their Correfpondence. D 





TR? 2. Friday, December 9. 





Rara temporum felicitas, ubi fentire qua t welis &F 
que fentias dicere licet. Tacit. 





tion of Printing; ‘tan "been ufually call 
the Liberty of the Press) isa Thing 
very little underftood, and but rarely 
enjoy’d ; for tho’ it is undeniably one of 
the greateft Bleffings of a Free People, and juftly va- 
lued as fuch by all Men of Senfe, whofe Praétices 
have not nae ‘them afraid of it, or when it does not 
interfere with fome particular Views ; yet This is fo 
frequently the Cafe, efpecially amongft Great Men, 
that, in moft Arbitrary Governments, it lies under 
fuch Reftraints and Difcour ragements as amount almoft 
to a Prohibition; and, in too many free Countries, 
we meet only with the Shadow of this Privilege in- 
flead of the Subftance. 

By the Liderty of the Prefs, we are not to underftand 
any licentious Freedom to revile our lawful Governors 
and Magiftrates; to traduce the eftablifh’d Laws and 
Religion of our Country ; or any Attempts to weaken 
and fubvert, by opprobrious Writings, that facred Re- 
fpeét and Veneration, which ought always to be main- 
tained 
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tained for Authority and Perfons in Authority. Nei- 
ther ought the Pre/s to be made an Engine to deftroy 
the Reputation of our Neighbours; or to prejudice any 
private Subject, by infulting his perfonal Frailties, Mif- 
fortunes, or Defeéts ; or by expofing the Secrets of his 
Family to publick Laughter and Ridicule ; for as thefe 
are Things only ofa private Nature, which do not af- 
feét the Publick, fo the Publick has no Right to the 
Knowledge of them ; and indeed the Zaz has provided 
fuch wholfome Remedies againft all thefe Enormities, 
both of publick and private Scandal, that I fhould 
have had no Occafion to make this Diftinétion between 
Freedom and Licentioufnefs, if fome Perfons had not 
confounded them together in their Arguments againft 
the Liberty of the Pre/s. 

I fhall therefore proceed, in a very concife Manner, 
to define what I mean by this Liberty, and wherein it 
truly confifts ; as well as to fhew what are its proper 
Objeéts, and when any Nation may be faid to poflefs 
this Blefling in its juft and proper Extent. 

By the Liberty of the Prefs I mean (as I fuppofe e- 
very Body elfe does) an unreferved, difcretionary Pow- 
er for every Man to publith his Thoughts on any Sub- 
ject, and in any Manner, which is not forbidden by 
the Laws of the Land, without being obliged to ap- 
ply for a Licence or Privilege for fo doing. In fhort, 
where this Liberty prevails, every Author has a Right 
to print what he pleafes, without asking any Body 
Leave ; and without fearing any Moleftation from Au- 
thority, fo long as he keeps within his proper Bounds ; 
which it is his Bufinefs to take care not to tranfgrefs. 
He knows the Laws of his Country; and if he rafhly of. 
fends againft them, he muft fubmit to the Pena/ty, 

For this Reafon, in England, the Prefs is now faid 
to be free; which cannot be affirmed of it in France 
and other Arbitrary Governments; where no Man can 
publifh his Opinions on any fubjeé&t, without firft fub- 
mitting them to the Examination of a certain — 
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who is authorized by the Government for that pur- 
pole, under the Title of Licenfer of the Prefs; a Power 
which ftill prevails in our Englifh Univerfities, and 
hath but lately ceafed to prevail in the other Parts of 
the Kingdom, 

Where fuch a Power is exercifed, the Pre/s cannot 
be faid to be free or open; becaule this Officer be- 
ing appointed by the chief Magiftrate, or his Minifters, 
and continued only during Pleafure, it cannot be fup- 
pofed that he will grant his Imprimatur to any Book, 
Pamphlet, or Paper, which is written with a View to 
difcredit their Proceedings, however unjuft, or tends in 
any Manner to give them Offence. 

We ought therefore to efteem the Abolition of this 
Office as one of our greateft Acquifitions in the Caufe 
of Liberty; and ufe our utmoft Endeavours to prevent 
its being ever revived among us 3 for which purpofe, 
we fhould keep a conflant Eye upon thofe Men, who, 
are fufpected to be no good Withers to it, and look up-~ 
on it as a certain fign of a bad Government, when any 
Minifter attempts to deftroy the Liberty of the Pre/s. 

The next Point to be confider’d is the Objet of 
this Liderty ; or on what fubjeés it is fuppofed to al- 
low us to debate free/y ; and thofe can be only Go- 
VERNMENT andReExicion; for, as the publick 
Welfare of every Nation depends entirely on thefe two 
great Articles, fo they are the only Points on which any 
Tyrant or arbitrary Prince would defire to reftrain our 
Thoughts. We meet with no Inftance, in Hiftory, of 
any Nation, where the Subjeéts are prohibited from 
writing on Matters of Indifference and Speculation ; or 
from venting the Produétions of their idle Hours. The 
moft flavifh Nations, where any Degree of Learning 
prevails, abound, as much as ours, with Books of mere 
Entertainment and Diverfion; as we may obferve in 
France, Italy, and Spain ; where there is no Prohibition 
of Plays, Novels, Love-Letters, Travels and Romances; 
but this is no Proof of the Liberty of the Prefs in thole 
Coun- 
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Countries ; nor would it be worth contending for here 
on fuch Accounts. What renders it fo valuable and 
defirable amongit us, is, that we have hereby an Op- 
portunity of writing upon fubjeéts of the utmoft Im- 
portance ; fuch as nearly affeé& our Confciences, our Li. 
berties, and Eftates. 

I do not mean by This (as I have already obferved, 
and would always be underitood) a Liserty to under- 
mine the Fundamentals of Government and Religion; or 
to calumniate Perfons in high Power; neither of which 
ought to be tolerated in any Society; but a Liberty of 
examining the Principles of our Faith by the Teft of 
Scripture and Reafon; of declaring our Judgment in all 
difputable Matters ; and of expofing the Corruptions, 
Impofitions, and ridiculous Claims of fome Clergymen 3 
a Liberty of givistg our Opinion, in the fame Manner, 
of all political Tranfafions; of debating the great Af- 
fairs of Peace and War ; of freely delivering our Sen- 
timents concerning any Laws, which are in Agitation ; 
and of modeftly offering our Reafons for the Repeal of 
thofe, which: are found: to be-oppreflive ; a Liberty of 
fetting forth Male-Adminiftration, and pleading for the 
Redrefs of Grievances 5 of expofing Mifmanagement 
and Corruption in high Places, and difcovering the fe- 
cret Defigns of wicked and ambitious Men. 

Herein confifts that valuable Liberty before defcribed 5 
which is the ftrongeft Barrier of all our other Liberties, 
both in Church and State; a Liberty which has contri- 
buted to fo many g/oriows Tranfaétions and extraordinary 
Events in all Ages ; and will, I hope, ftill contribute to 
a great many more, whenever there is a real Occafion ; 
a Liberty, which all wife and difinterefted Men have 
contended for, in every Nation, and particularly in our 
own—But_I fhall treat of This in another Paper ; and 
content myfelf, at prefent, with fhewing when any Peo- 
ple may be faid to poffefs this glorious Privilege in its 
jult Latitude. 
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I have already taken Notice, that this Liberty is ab- 
folutely inconfiftent with the Office of a Publick Licen- 
fer, eftablith’d by Authority, and under the Direétion 
of Men in Power. But neither is it always to be found 
even in thofe Countries, where there is no fuch Officer. 
Mifchievous Politicians are never at a Lofs to preferve 
the Appearance, when they have a mind to abolifh the 
Thing ; a Leffon that was firft taught them by their 
great Matter Machiavel; and which has been much 
practifed, and wonderfully improved fince his Time. 

Thus, in fome Countries, where the greateft Lider- 
ty of the Prefs is fuppofed to be allowed, very little. in 
reality will be found; for the Cafe, in effect, is jut 
the fame, whether their Superiors will not fuffer them 
to publifh any thing without their Licenfe; or whether 
they pretend to leave them at their full Liderty, and 
yet have always fome Artifice in referve to punifh them 
for ufing this Liberty ; or whether they lay fuch heavy 
Duties on the Pre/s, as manifeftly tend to prejudice 
and difcourage the Freedom of Writing. 

A young unexperienced Author, indeed, thinks it a 
great Happinefs that he lives in a Country, where he 
lies under no Reftraints in the Publication of his Works, 
but the Laws of the Land; without corifidering that 
the fri@ Letter of moft Laws is often very different 
from the Interpretation, which is put upon them in 
fome fort of Profecutions. 

The Practice of Lide/ling isa Thing of fuch perni- 
cious Confequence that there have been Laws made 
to punith it in all civilized Societies; which Laws 
ought to be put ftriétly in Execution ; but the Mif- 
fortune is, that the Nature and feveral Species of Li- 
els are not afcertain’d by any of thefe Laws; but are 
left to the Judgment and Difcretion of the Coarts of 
bey from whence it comes to pafs, that in-bad 

eigns, many rea/ Patriots have been feverely punifhed 
under the Character of infamews Lilellers; fome of 
whom have loit their Ears, and others their Lives, a 
what 
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what in a good Reign, they ought to have their Sta- 
tues ereéted in Brafs. A Verfon, who applies himfelf 
to writing, efpecially upon political Subjefs, thould 
never forget the Cafe of the great ALGERNOON 
S$1pNEY3 Which js fufficient to convince us that no 
Man is fafe againft the Subtilties and Fineffes of Law- 
yers and State- Chymifis 3 who can rset, Poifon out 
‘of the moft innocent Things, and, by tortured Con- 
ftructions, apply the P enalties of Statutes, where the 
Legiflators never defign’d them. There are certain 
Adepts in this Profeflion, who can prove any Thing 
from any Thing, and maintain a Point to be Law, or 
not to be Law, juft as the prefent Occafion, at any 
Time, requires; upon which Account, They are con- 
ftantly retain’d by another Jet of Men, w ho find them 
to be of great Advantage > in the Conduét of their to 
litical Scbe MES 

We have feen, in fome Reigns, remote Aliegories, 
ironical Expreffions, and the moft diffant Innuendo’s 
explain’d, by {uch Methods, to a Man’s Deftruétion. 
We have {een Printers and Bookfellers menaced and in- 
timidated with arbitrary Seizures, illegal Confinements, 

and groundle/s, vexatious Profecutions. Nay, we have 
feen fome great Men ftoop fo low, as to collogue with 
common News-Writers and Fournalif?s, in order to ob- 
ftruét all Avenues to Truth, and induce them, by 
Bribes, to ferve their corrupt Purpofes with fictitious 
Intelligence and falfe Repreientations. 

From this negative State of the Queftion, we may 
judge when the Liberty of the Pr f really fubfifts in 
any Nation; for where fuch Methods are prattifed in 
any Degree, there can be no fuch Like rty; fince a Pri- 
vilege, which is invaded and fuperceded, in this man- 
ner, is no Privilege at all. It is indeed only the Manes 
of departed Liberty, which makes the Lofs of the 
Subftance the more grievous to us, and is a melancholy 
Proof that wicked Men in Authority will ftick at no 
thing to invalidate the juft Rights and Privileges of 

their 








